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Book Report Blues
by Sydney Martin

There’s nothing like that sinking feeling you get 
when you find out that your latest English proj-
ect is a book report. Presentation? Manageable. 
Written report? Fine. Creative writing? Bring it 
on! But then it comes to those dreaded novel 
questions such as “What is the theme of this 
novel?”, or “Draw a plot diagram.”, and sud-
denly there is something about a book report 
that feels utterly wrong. Why are we forced to 
dissect books like some freaky science experi-
ment? I firmly believe that students should not 
have to write book reports.

For starters, book reports are dull and barely 
worth the paper they’re printed on. If you have 
to go to all the trouble working on a project, 
why can’t it be something that can better al-
low you to expand on and personalize? Book 
reports are rather straightforward and they 
leave no room for imagination. It’s time to face 
facts: it’s impossible to make a book report 
sound like anything other than you writing 
about something that someone else entirely 
wrote. It’s also impossible to make that sound 
interesting, and so for the sake of creative 
spirit if nothing else, book reports should be 
banned on the premise of their killing off any 
and all individualistic creativity.   
 
Secondly, book reports aren’t indicative of 
any sort of English aptitude! They are nothing 
but a pointless exercise in re-arranging some-
one else’s words. It isn’t showing what you’ve 
learned or what you can do, it’s showing that 
yes, you can read, find words, and arrange 
them into a vaguely sensible order; 
CONGRATULATIONS. 

There is no point in 
writing these 
if they won’t even 
help English comprehension 
or serve as any kind of sensible assessment.

Finally, picking apart a book ruins your 
enjoyment of it. Books are meant to be read 
as a whole, not as individual segments separat-
ed by analysis! This ruins the suspense of the 
plot, and when you overthink a book you may 
start to notice tiny logical errors or other such 
mistakes that ruin the book for you. Also -- and 
I hope I’m not the only one to think about this 
-- why does there ALWAYS have to be a moral? 
Has anyone ever considered that some authors 
write books merely for the sake of the stories? 
Most books aren’t meant to be read and anal-
ysed; thought about, yes, but not picked apart. 
This is because when you dissect a book too 
far, there is a point that the ink on the pages 
becomes merely that: strings of letters and 
words, but no longer a story.

In conclusion, the marvelous and otherwise fun 
process of simply reading a book becomes a 
chore (and a ridiculous one at that) when you 
have to write a report on it. Books are usually 
written to be enjoyed, and such reports pre-
vent us from realizing such a potential. If teach-
ers really want to get students reading, they 
should concentrate on other things than mak-
ing us hate the sight of books in English class.
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Book 
Recommendations 

by Genre
by Nicholas Handfield-Jones

Action and Adventure
Ready Player One by Ernest Cline
Ready Player One is a completely geek-tastic novel set in 2044. Due to wars, fam-
ine, and environmental problems plaguing the world at this time, many people 
have succumbed to the alluring online virtual reality simulator called the OASIS as 
a means of escape. When James Halliday, the creator of the OASIS, dies, he an-
nounces to the world that he has hidden an Easter egg somewhere within the 
vast virtual reality that he has created, and that whoever finds it will become 
the new CEO of the OASIS. Halliday, a man with a passion for all things 1980s, 
leaves cryptic clues for those wishing to find the egg. Five years later, no one has 
found anything. That is until the 20-something Wade Watts, geek extraordinaire, 
figures out the first clue. What follows is a fast-paced and suspenseful quest 
to find the rest of the clues in order to locate the egg. A super enjoyable read, 
Ready Player One is the perfect book if you are looking for a good quest.

Science Fiction
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
It is the future, and in the future, humans are preparing for an alien attack. In 
order to do this, they select a handful of highly gifted children to train as war-
riors in a spaceship called the Battle room. Ender Wiggin is one of these children. 
In this novel, we see his struggles as he trains to become a commander and 
prove himself to his peers and officers. This novel is surprisingly deep: it ex-
plores the effects of leadership and power and looks into how people behave 
under pressure and stress. Ender Wiggin is a very complex character, too; he 
displays many valiant and noble attributes, but he can also be unforgiving and 
cruel. Read this book this year, so that you will be ready for the movie adapta-
tion coming out this fall.
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Teen Fiction & Young Adult
The Murder of Bindy Mackenzie by Jacelyn Moriarty
Bindy Mackenzie’s life is perfectly under control. She has perfect grades and 
holds study sessions for her peers, but everything starts falling apart after a 
new class called Friendship and Development (FAD) begins at her school. Now, she 
begins to realize that other students have a very negative opinion of her. Her life 
becomes even more unstable when she becomes the target of an intricate mur-
der plot. What is so refreshing about this novel is the format in which it is writ-
ten. Bindy documents her life on her computer by recording her thoughts, aspira-
tions, and things she notices around her. To the reader, Bindy is instantly likable, 
as she is a book-loving, nerdy, grammar-loving girl. The Murder of Bindy Mackenzie 
offers just the right levels of teen angst, romance, and murder plots, all of which 
make it a highly entertaining read.

Historical Fiction
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
If you have not read this book yet, stop whatever you’re doing and go read it. The 
Book Thief is a beautiful and powerful book about a young German girl named 
Liesel Meminger living in Nazi Germany. It reveals what life was like for German 
citizens during World War II, a focal point rarely explored in literature. As the war 
rages around her, Liesel begins to steal books as a way to cope with the tragedy 
and loss she feels. What makes this book especially unique is the narrator. The 
novel is narrated by Death, and his presence is very comforting as we witness 
this dark hour in humanity. He is witty and smart when he needs to be, but also 
sympathetic and understanding. The writing in this novel is also outstanding. 
Definitely check this book out--it is not to be missed.

Fantasy
A Song of Fire and Ice by George R.R. Martin
I am counting this series as one long book because it really is one long story. If 
you want a fantasy novel, read this. Don’t even consider anything else, just read 
this. This series is about the complex political drama in the Seven Kingdoms of 
Westeros, as royal and noble families fight for the control of the Iron Throne. (I 
would like to reveal more about the plot, but that would take up way too much 
space). The stakes are high in this series, and no one is safe. The characters in 
this series are so realistic and complicated, and the plot is intricate and detailed. 
This is fantasy and drama at their best. Also, check out the HBO series Game of 
Thrones, which is based upon this series.
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News in Brief:
School Announces Desk 

Contract Renewal
by Akhil Garg

Delivering a Power Point presen-
tation to an audience of four 
parents and one administrator 
in the library, Lisgar’s Chief Ne-
gotiator Nicole Dime announced 
the renewal of the contract for 
the school’s supply of one-piece 
classroom desks. Individuals in 
attendance were given a piece 
of ledger-sized paper on which 
to take notes, though a cursory 
observation at the end revealed 
that everyone’s pages were 
empty. After the conclusion of 
the Power Point, attendees were 
given the opportunity to con-
duct a computer-based scav-
enger hunt on the new desks’ 
features. One parent remarked 

that the relatively dry presen-
tation really wasn’t necessary, 
as all of the stated information 
was available on Google. At the 
finish of the presentation Dime 
shuffled out of the library into 
her nearby office, but not be-
fore telling a group of students 
to find themselves a seat and 
some work to do.

Lisgar’s Chief Negotiator Nicole Dime 
announced the renewal of the contract 

for the school’s supply of one-piece 
classroom desks.
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Don’t Give Up Just Yet:
A Message to Graduating 

Classes from Here 
Onwards to Eternity

by Henry Schut

A shocking new disease is permeating the 
halls of local high schools, claiming hun-
dreds of victims as the educational year 
moves ever so slowly on. It’s fast-acting, 
incredibly contagious, and could leave you 
bedridden for months! The plague in ques-
tion is, of course, SENIORITIS.

College and university acceptances are 
rolling through the hallowed halls of our 
beloved Lisgar, and the scent of spring is 
in the air. But guess what? There’s still a 
lot more work to be done before we can 
start signing yearbooks and packing our 
belongings for the big move. Messrs. Meng 
and Tang have tests to be completed, Ms. 
Mennill has rehearsals to be attended, 
and there are tons upon tons of cafeteria 
food to be consumed.

Of course it’s tempting, once you reach a 
certain stage of post-secondary admit-
ted-ness, to abandon all books and texts 
to further advance your personal extra-
curriculars, but this is a very bad idea! 
You’ve come this far maintaining your 
healthy school/work/life balance, even 
if you have forgotten how you possibly 
could have done it, so what’s another 
couple of months, in the long run?

Deciding on a future plan is definitely a 
monumental step forward in your life, 
whether it be to continue your educa-
tion or enter the employment field, but 
decisions shouldn’t make any difference 
to your work ethic (l’esprit du travail, in 
French). Higher marks mean bigger schol-
arships (Did you see those students from 
Lisgar? They got free money. Free. Mon-
ey.), and keeping up our studying habits 
definitely pays off later on, with many 
more late nights still to come.

Go on, then! Crack open those textbooks, 
answer all those bio questions, and don’t 
forget to bring your clarinet home be-
cause there’s a scales test on Friday.

Common Symptoms 
Include...

•	 Undeserved carefree attitude
•	 Priority given to Madden NFL 

‘13 over homework
•	 Frequent lates (often attibuted 

to “bus problems”)
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Surviving Senioritis
by Rusaba Alam

WWith just twelve weeks left until prom and commencement, there’s no mistaking the 
sluggishness taking hold in grade 12 classrooms—senioritis is setting in.  Whether you’re 

fighting hard to keep up your work habits or giving in to the temptation of a relaxing last few 
months, it’s time to make the most of your remaining time at Lisgar.

In honour of the last twelve weeks of twelfth grade, here are twelve things to keep you going 
until June--

1. Enjoy the spring weather
The days are getting longer, the canal’s all thawed out, and it’s finally time to ditch that 
winter jacket (well, no promises on that last one).  When the telltale symptoms of seniori-
tis hit, take advantage of the beautiful weather by studying outside or going for a walk. 

2. Take part in school events
If you’re falling victim to senioritis anyway, you might as well do something worthwhile 
with your time.  Come out for the last dance of the school year, enjoy multicultural cui-
sine and a talent show at the International Gala, or grab some friends and make up a 
team for trivia night.  Who knows when you’ll get the chance again?

3.  Make time to read something new
If you’ve been busy working hard to keep those grade 12 marks up, you may have discov-
ered, like our editors here at the Lisgarwrite, that making time to read for fun is getting 
harder and harder.  An attack of senioritis provides the perfect opportunity to pick up a 
new novel and actually finish it.  Looking for reading suggestions?  You’ll find great book 
reviews in this issue and in past Lisgarwrite issues as well.

4.  Catch up on much-needed sleep(!!)
Whether you’re in class, by the airport chairs, or at an early-morning rehearsal or sports 
practice, you’re sure to find a group of grade 12 students rubbing the sleep out of their 
eyes.  This should go without saying, but an extra hour of rest never hurts (just remem-
ber to be up in time for first period!)
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5.  Learn how to cook
Especially if you’re moving out this year, but even if you’re not, there’s no time like the present for 
making sure you can feed yourself without burning down the kitchen.  Check out a student cook-
book from your local library or look on the internet for fast and inexpensive recipes.  Or, if you’re like 
me—

6.  Beat second semester stress with a late night baking session
Or two, or three, or twenty.  Why limit yourself?  Consider making yourself a self-congratulatory 
cake every now and then— you’ll kill an hour or two and you’ll have cake, so you can’t lose.

7.  Brush up on your writing skills
No matter where you’re headed after Lisgar, you’ll always appreciate having the ability to communi-
cate your ideas effectively.  If, like many Lisgarites, you’re tired of the infamous 5-paragraph essay, 
change things up and try your hand at a short story, a poem, or maybe even an article for the next 
issue of the Lisgarwrite.

8.  Prioritize
Chances are, at least one of your teachers has already assigned part or all of your summative for 
the course.  Anticipate the post-midterm slowdown and get as much work out of the way as you 
can right now—you’ll end up with so much more free time when May rolls around.

9.  Volunteer—get your hours completed by the end of the year!
Even if you’re already finished with your 40 hours, if you don’t know what to do with your time, you 
might as well give some of it away and help out your community while you’re at it.  Listen for an-
nouncements in the morning to learn about clubs looking for volunteers, or check out the volunteer 
bulletin board on the second floor. 

10.  Record some memories
Find a camera or a cell phone (or a friend with either) and snap some photos to help you remember 
your last few months of high school.  While you’re at it, don’t forget to send some photos from the 
last four years along to the prom committee for their end-of-year slideshow.

11.  Reflect
Senioritis might have you feeling disillusioned with school and your achievements, as it has for gradu-
ating classes since the beginning of time.  Fight the feeling by reflecting on your time at Lisgar—
make a list of new skills and achievements that you’re proud of.  Come back to this list whenever 
school starts to stress you out.

12.  Look ahead
Looking back is important, but with the end of your high school career so close, it might be more fun 
to speculate about life after Lisgar.  Thinking about the future makes for a great diversion whether 
you’re making Serious Plans or just daydreaming about getting out of high school.  Before you know 
it, it’ll be June and you’ll be walking across that stage in your blue gown at last.
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Black History Month 
Highlights

by Avesta Alani

Excitement, knowledge, entertain-
ment, talent, and success, all in one 

month! 

In early February, and early March, the Lisgar 
Culture Club (LCC) held two events to celebrate 
Black History Month.  The first was a presenta-
tion by a guest speaker, Jack Wamanga Wamai, 
who was the shadow foreign affairs minister of 
Uganda.  LCC invited many classes down during 
the morning to listen to Mr. Wamai’s experiences 
and stories.  He took the students on an adven-
ture around the world through his words, and 
was able to showcase the ways that Black His-
tory was intertwined with the rest of the world.  
He highlighted the rest of the world’s history as 
well, and the challenges other countries had gone 
through, thus showing how racism and pain are 
things that, no matter your colour, people should 
care about.  His words were inspiring, and in the 
end LCC gave him a thank-you gift of a book com-
memorating Lisgar’s history as a school.  He sur-
prised the students and LCC by bringing a gift of 
his own for the school; they were beautiful ethnic 
paintings and sculptures that are now hung in the 
school library. 

The second event was a more upbeat one that 
took place in the school cafeteria during lunch on 
March 1st.  LCC decided to put on a talent show, 
showcasing acts that tied to black history.  Isaiah 
Gimba sang two songs on his guitar and left the 
cafeteria stunned, while Chris LeBlanc’s raps and 
lyrics truly portrayed the experiences that Black 
History Month celebrates; he, too, had the audi-
ence up on their feet.  Peter Russell and James 
Mcdull did an African dance, surprising and en-
tertaining everyone there.  Finally, Malak Ghanem 
closed the show with her beautiful voice, per-
forming a song filled with emotion and honesty.  
The event was a great success, and everyone 
wanted to see more in the future. 

LCC tries its best to create events to try to in-
corporate different cultures and to educate the 
students of Lisgar.  They try to have a mixture 
of more serious, formal events, and fun, upbeat 
events.  Through their efforts, and everyone who 
took their time to perform or speak, Black His-
tory Month at Lisgar was a hit! 
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Lisgar 
Horoscopes

by Roua Aljied

(March 21 – April 19) This is your time to shine. Your fifteen minutes of fame are coming up so make sure you’re 
prepared! Stop listening to other people and do what YOU want for once. Love and romance are in the air, but if you 
don’t go out and catch the opportunity someone else will.
 
(April 20 – May 20) You have been working especially hard lately, so take a moment to reward yourself. Stop being 
stubborn and listen to other people’s advice for once. You may be surprised at how helpful it will be!
 
(May 21 – June 20) The next few days will be extremely important for you academically and socially. So call in those 
past favors if you need to. Your ability to organize will help to bring about your success. The only thing that can 
hold you back is you.
 
(June 20 – July 22) Someone will need your support today. Although you may not approve of their choices you will 
stand by them nonetheless. An unexpected change may surprise you but don’t let it get in the way of your plans.
 
(July 23 – August 22) You may feel as though it’s time for a break and that’s understandable because of all the effort 
you’ve put into the past couple of weeks, but it’s not over yet. Keep on working just a little longer. The rewards will 
be worth it!
 
(August 23 –September 22) You are feeling a lot of pressure because of an old friend. Make your own choices and you 
will find that you’ll feel a lot better. Take care of yourself; you’ve been neglecting your own feelings for too long.
 
(September 23 – October 22) You’re going to need to fight for what you want this week. Rely on your ability to succeed 
as the underdog. A partnership will undergo changes and you may find them overwhelming at first, but they are for 
the best.
 
(October 23 – November 21) Someone is dragging you down. Get rid of that person and look to the future with opti-
mism because good things are in store. Now is the time to work on that project which you have been neglecting. 

(November 22 – December 21) You will be criticized this week, but don’t take it personally. A big assignment is com-
ing up and you need to take peoples advice. Pay attention to details and work extra hard because you will find that it 
is worth a lot more than you thought.

(December 21 – January 19) Honesty is always the best policy. Tread carefully because someone is looking to bring 
you down. Stay truthful or past lies will start coming up. Concentrate on what you need to accomplish and don’t let 
challenges get in the way. 
 
(January 20 – February 18) Do not trust others to take care of matters that need your undivided attention. Rely on 
your instincts and you will go far. Invest more time in your personal goals. Stop spending time on how things could 
be better and focus on what you have.

(February 19 –March 20) Although you are not usually so ambitious, you should be now. A big opportunity will arise. 
Grab it before someone else does because you deserve it! Bigger and better things await you.  
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Ask Alice
Name: Clueless
Question: I have a crush on this guy and we’re very close, but I think he likes one my best 
friends. What should I do…?
Answer: You will have to use a special love potion which my grandmother passed down to 
me. The blood of a unicorn. The eye of a griffin. A lock of hair from the boy you love… I’m 
kidding.  Tell him about it. If he doesn’t feel the same way then it might be best to take 
a break from each other. However do try to continue your relationship in the same way. 
Hang out more so that he can understand you better. Be yourself and if he still only likes 
you as a friend then you’re going to have to either take that or leave. You can’t force him 
to like you and if he likes your friend then let him be happy. There are other fish in the sea.

Name: Sammy
Question: I have no friends and spend lunch either in the library or in the washroom stall. I really would like to 
make friends, but I started on a wrong foot I guess with a few girls and now everyone hates me or ignores me.
Answer: Hey Sammy, everyone does not hate you. There are a few reasons for this. For one thing, everyone 
does not know you. If you were mistaken and you hurt those girls, then to see if you can make things up with 
them. Otherwise it’s never too late to join a few school clubs. Lisgar offers so many great clubs such as- 
ahem-the Lisgarwrite! If you’re interested in photography, writing, art, or the environment I promise that 
you’ll find more than one friend in a number of clubs which focus on those interests and more.

Name: Singlingbutnotmingling
Question: I think that I’m relatively pretty and I’m nice to people, so how come I’m 
single? All of my friends have boyfriends and I don’t!
Answer: Don’t worry about relationships too much right now. Being in a relationship 
does not make one superior to others. If you want to date someone in particular 
then be bold and ask them out. Sooner or later the person you deserve will come 
around and you’ll be glad you waited.
However in the meantime I have provided a list of beautiful celebrities who are also 
single: 
·         Tyra Banks
·         Sandra Bullock
·         Chace Crawford

Question: Why did the chicken cross the road?
Answer: I envision a world where all chickens will be free to cross roads 
without having their motives called into question. – Martin Luther King Jr.
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Ask Alice
Name: Dave
Question: Is not getting 90s in school acceptable? I still don’t know how to cope well 
with getting grades that I consider poor. 
Answer: Yes, not getting 90s is absolutely an acceptable thing to do (unless of course 
you are planning on going to Harvard). I know that there’s a lot of pressure on students 
to get high grades, but it really all depends on what you want to do after high school. If 
you’re interested in going to university or college then try to determine what field you 
want to study. Make sure it’s something you enjoy studying because if you’re bored 
then it will be harder to get those high grades. If you are still unhappy with your grades 
then Lisgar offers many tutors. Go to student services and find one who is able to tu-
tor the subjects you are having trouble with.

Name: Confused Casey
Question: Why is a driveway called a driveway when we’re actually parking?
Answer: You can drive on driveways. Driveways allow you to drive from the road into your 
garage and then park in your garage. So if you’re parking on driveways, you’re doing it wrong.

Name: Helpless Helen
Question: My sister is being bullied. She’s two years younger than me, so I’m very protective. 
If I confront the bullies she says it will get worse, but what am I supposed to do?!
Answer: Despite what many want to believe bullying will not be solved if it is not dealt with. 
Whether or not the bullying is serious, consult an adult. Don’t, under any circumstances, try 
to solve the problem using violence. The solution may just be finding a new group of friends 
for your sister to hang out with. Spend some more time with your sister and try to under-
stand why the bullying is happening. Good luck!

Name: Canada
Question: I think that I might be bipolar. Sometimes I feel really 
warm and loving towards people and then other times I feel cold 
and bitter. How can I control myself?
Answer: I am so glad that you have asked this question, as 
many others have asked the same question about you. I would 
suggest you go on vacation for 12 months a year. This way you 
will be hot all the time, and you will be warm and loving.
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StudCo Monthly Report 

 Hello Lisgar!
 
We hope you had a great March Break and that 
you are all ready for these last couple of months 
of school. But before we look too far forward, 
lets take a look back at the last two months!
 
Way back in January we were all thinking about 
the exams we were going to have to face but in 
the week leading up to those tests, we were all 
able to sit back and enjoy an incredible Relaxation 
Week. With hot beverages in the morning, story 
time in the auditorium (read by Cwenga with his 
soothing voice), and the luxury of being allowed 
to wear pajamas all week long, we were able to 
enter exams with a calm, cool, and collected at-
titude.
 
Before we knew it, exams were done and we 
were able to look forward to Valentine’s Day. 
Romance was in the air as roses were sold in the 
main hall and excitement for the Midnight in Paris 
Dance began to build. We sold a record breaking 
number of roses and the dance was fun for all!
 
Moving into April we got the lovely opportunity 
to hear back from you guys, as our grade nine 
and ten representatives handed out their first 
ever surveys! 137 grade nines and tens filled out 
surveys ranging from the literacy test to fu-
ture events. This year’s top 3 events for grade 
9s are the Pancake Breakfast, Leadership Camp, 

and the Spectacular, while dodgeball and 30-Hour 
Famine were picked by Grade 9s as their top two 
new events. Most grade 10s said they’d prefer 
a new event that’s free with the option of pay-
ing for a prize, and slightly more grade 10s said 
they’d prefer a new event just involving grade 
10s than an event involving the whole school with 
a difference of only 3.3%. Interestingly, 92% of 
grade 10s said they’d have no difficulty with the 
Literacy test, and when asked if they feel safe 
at Lisgar 62.6% said “Yes”, 34.3% said sometimes, 
and 2.9% said no. Full survey results can be found 
on Facebook.
 
Although anticipation for the March Break was 
in everyone’s mind, the last week of school was 
anything but dull because that week was the 
Battle of the Grades! In the days leading up to 
Friday, we all got to unleash our school spirit 
with Spirit Days like Canines vs. Felines, Twin Day, 
Granny and Gramps, and Throwback Thursdays. 
And on the fateful Friday, grades dressed up in 
their colours to play an epic four-way game of 
dodgeball! Although the week was lots of fun, it 
was also charitable as we held a Penny Drive for 
CHEO. In the end, the grade twelves came out on 
top and won a dollar off of the next dance!
 
If you want to stay clued in to what’s going on 
here at Stud Co, Like and Follow us on Facebook, 
or, if you want to give us your feedback, email us 
at suggestions.studco.lisgar@gmail.com!
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out of contexts
“Composite functions are like little flowers.” -- Mr. Tang

“If you tell Mme Kunstmann that I speak French like this, then I 
will find you... probably as a ghost.” -- Mr. Tang

“No YOLOs on your surveys.” -- Ms. Sheremeto

“If you don’t get it, you can put your hand up, or just start 
sobbing really loudly.” -- Mr. Kronberg

“You shouldn’t judge people. And you certainly shouldn’t judge 
people and then blog about it.” -- Ms. Engel

“The awkwardness of the situation really spoke to me.” 
-- Mr. Meng

“In Winterpeg, there was 8 feet of snow.” -- Mr. Lee

“No, you won’t get harmed if you are exposed to radio waves, 
unless it’s Majic 100.” -- Mr. Wright

“You know you’re getting old when buying a new washing 
maching is your idea of fun.”  -- Ms. Mennill

“Let’s sing Happy Birthday to David Bowie in Spanish!” 
-- Ms. Szeles

“Sugar is a sweet example of a molecular compound 
dissolving in water. Now tweet that sweet action!” -- Ms. Engel
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