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   Welcome To the Jungle? 
 
     By Abigail Potter 

t is the artist’s privilege to take reality 
and convey it the way their perspective 
shows it, but he can also be misleading. 

The artist can warp and twist the way things 
actually are, changing it as easily as metal 
fresh out of the forge. 
 
Once again, the artist has taken up his brush, 
mixed his colours and painted us a vivid, yet 
slightly unnerving picture of high school. 
 
They’ve shown us senseless violence 
breaking out in the corridors, new students 
being trapped in lockers. We’ve come to 
expect that there would be a hierarchy in 
popularity, most of us falling well below the 
mark and going unnoticed for our entire 
high school careers. 
 
 Popular culture has taught us that every 
facet of personality gets divided into cliques 
and separated by tables in the cafeteria. 
There have been musical numbers sung 
about interfering with the social status of 
every person. We get images of horrible 
teachers pounding their fists on the desk to 
bring order to this veritable jungle.  
 
Most people’s immediate reaction is, “well, 
that’s absolutely ridiculous.”  But is it, or is 
high school simply another battleground? 

Everyone knows, whether or not you have 
had this experience, that integrating into 
high school is a difficult transfer, even if 
you already have a solid friend group, 
loads of confidence, or the social skills to 
ingratiate yourself with others, we’ve all 
felt the flicker of doubt and dread rise up 
in us when we think about how much we 
don’t know. However, after the first few 
days of running up too many stairs only to 
realize that you’ve gone to the wrong 
class, every Grade 9’s experience starts to 
take on its own perspective. 
 
So, are the stereotypes right, or is high 
school a much tamer place than we 
previously thought? I talked to a few of 
my fellow grade 9s to attempt to reconcile 
our extreme, often opposite, opinions. 
 
In terms of the academic side of Lisgar 
life, the recognition that Google 
Classroom is  the most useful program we 
have access to is unanimous. Online notes 
and calendars are saviours when our 
study papers are mysteriously consumed 
by our houses or backpacks. 
 
Sometimes, the larger classes and lack of 
time the teachers have to get to know 
their students is an unfortunate 
disadvantage. 

Continued on the next page 
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Welcome To the Jungle?  

Continued from page 1 

But, really, who can blame them for trying to focus on 
making the classes beneficial for everyone? There seem to 
be complaints to teachers from every student that the class 
is too visual, or too auditory, that they can’t keep up with 
the page, or they’re not challenged enough. Really, I find it 
surprising that teachers can even keep hold of their sanity.  
 
I’m sure most of us almost cringe when that one disruptive 
student raises their hand, the rest of us knowing that this is 
going to take up the next ten minutes of our class. It’s 
frustrating to be mixed up with students who sometimes 
put something other than school first, or those who 
constantly have no idea what’s going on, or the know-it-alls 
who never let anyone get a word in edgewise. However, 
that’s part of growing your team skills, and generally 
progressing as a person. 
 
And this leads me to the more social aspects of our school. I  
was pleasantly surprised at the number of great clubs there 
are at Lisgar. We offer almost anything you can think of, 
and these organizations are a great way to meet other 
students. 

However, for those not used to having so many people 
around, the pushing and shoving in the crowd during the 
between-class rush can be overwhelming. The anonymity 
is sometimes nice, not having everyone greet you in the 
hall, but then again, it can be painfully awkward when 
trying to make friends, and it’s hard to push yourself past 
your comfort level.  
 
In talking with other grade 9 students, one comment I’ve 
gotten is that, for some, looking at an older student in the 
eye, let alone talking to them, is a terrifying feat. Another 
recurring complaint is that no one notices grade 9s in the 
halls, and sometimes ignore us. We’ll all eventually make 
great friends, but right now, it can be daunting,or 
exhilarating, depending on your perspective. 
 
Despite the highly extreme opinions that coexist, in the 
end, I think we can all agree that high school is not all 
drama and fear. It can be chaotic, frustrating at times, but 
hardly a jungle.  ♦ 
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Make America Great Again: Trump’s Shocking Victory and How it 
Almost Didn’t Happen 
 
By Amy Zhang 

wo-Thousand-and-Sixteen has, arguably, been 
one of the craziest years in recent history, from 
widespread creepy clown sightings to the massive 
public outcry after the killing of a gorilla, but the 

forefront of the entire year has been dominated with the 
U.S. Presidential election. For almost two years, the 
process has been worn on, culminating with the shocking 
victory of Republican nominee Donald Trump on 
November 8th, defeating Democratic party nominee 
Hillary Clinton with 305 electoral votes, despite Clinton’s 
early lead. Trump was a brash and extremely controversial 
candidate, easily angered and prone to mindless offensive 
comments, particularly on social media, making it all the 
more shocking when he won.  
 
However, had the Democratic presidential primaries 
yielded different results, the entirety of the election could 
have changed drastically. After Martin O’Malley withdrew 
from the race in early 2016, Clinton’s only rival for the 
nomination was Bernie Sanders, a Senator from Vermont. 
Here’s a look at what could have been. 
 
Sanders, a self-described socialist, has been the longest 
serving Independent senator in the U.S. Congress, though 
he identified as a Democrat while campaigning for the 
Democratic nomination. When the presidential primaries 
began, it was considered unlikely that Sanders could gain 
support, both within his party and from external sources.  
However, he soon began to gain popularity and, 
particularly in the later months of the primaries, gained 
several states over Clinton and challenged her position by 
tightening her win margins. Nonetheless, despite the 
traction he gained, he still lost the nomination. 
 
His loss was significant. Despite his unconventional 
political background, Sanders was a likeable candidate. 
While both Clinton and Trump faced low approval ratings, 
Sanders had a 43 percent positive rating, per Wall Street 
Journal. His campaign stops and speeches drew large 
crowds; his July 1st stop in Madison, Wisconsin, drew more 
spectators than any other presidential candidate.  

 
 
One of the most significant reasons why Clinton lost to 
Trump was because of the unusual swing states, states 
with an approximately equal amount of support for the 
Democratic and Republican parties. For example, 
Wisconsin, a state that has been historically blue, having 
gone to the Democrats for more than thirty years, ended 
up voting for Trump.  
 
When compared, the similarities between vital states that 
Clinton lost in the election and in the presidential 
primaries are undeniable. In states such as Wisconsin and 
West Virginia, which leaned towards the Democratic 
party, Trump and Sanders both appealed to the groups 
that Clinton failed to attract, mainly younger, 
independent and working class voters, a failure that 
ended up costing her the election. In Wisconsin, 
Pennsylvania, and Michigan, states that have voted for the 
Democrats for the past thirty years, states that Trump 
ended up taking, Sanders beat Clinton by a landslide in 
the presidential primaries. 
 
Had Sanders won the Democratic presidential primaries, 
he may well have gone on to become the 45th President of 
the United States, rather than Donald Trump. Now, all we 
can do is look back and reflect on a missed opportunity. 
After all, hindsight is always 20/20.  ♦ 
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Into the Woods: A Hard-Earned Final Curtain 
 

 
First Row, L-R: Bronwyn Gordon, Sophia Avisar, Margaret Abbott, Aliya Frendo (above), Robyn Fyfe; Second Row: Andrew Poirier, Sheena Li, Katriona Lane, Alexandra 
 Molino, Samantha Adams, Mackenzie Wesley James; 3rd Row: Emma Kirke, Ryan Torrington Smith, Aliaa Mohamed, Rhea Grace, Juliet Morrison, Ruby McLoughlin, 
 Jessica Hannaford, Kathleen O’Keefe; Back Row: Jeremy Boyd, Miranda Rhamey, Nadia Dakdouki, Harriet Fisher, Capriale Walling-Moore, Bogdan Lytvynenko,  
Joshua Lane, Ian Richardson. 
  
By Olive Nugent 

etween the dump of post-midterm assignments 
and winter’ rearing its ugly head, the first week of 
December was a long slog for many. For the over 
thirty students involved in this year’s school 

production of Into the Woods, it was particularly gruelling 
- but the resounding success of the three-night production 
was their sweet reward. 
 
The production of Stephen Sondheim’s whimsical mashup 
of Charles Perrault and Brothers Grimm fairy tales was the 
talk of Lisgar for weeks leading up to opening night, with 
students ducking frantically in and out of class for 
rehearsals in the final days.  
 
I saw the show on  its second night, which, I’m told, was 
the best of the three performances; cast and crew had had 
Thursday to get into the swing of things and were still 
bursting with energy, which friends involved tell me was 
waning a bit by Saturday. Into the Woods  is a remarkably 

 long musical - the show  was nearly 3 hours from start to 
finish, including the intermission - so I’m not surprised 
they were beginning to feel their first two performances 
by Saturday. However, it’s a testament to the production 
that the plot never felt drawn out. 
 
There was apparently some confusion in the audience as 
to when the show was actually meant to end - a number of 
people left at the intermission thinking it was the end of 
the show because, in spite of the narrator’s shout of “to be 
continued!” the end of the first act had a kind of fairytale 
closure to it that seemed appropriate and final. However, 
those who left early did, at least, leave on a high note; 
without spoiling anything, I can say that Act 2 is 
significantly less cheerful than the first. 
 
Some of the show’s best comedic moments sprung from 
its own self-awareness and acknowledgement that they 
were, in fact, on stage; I’m thinking of  the comparison of a  
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yellow corn-cob to clearly not yellow lock of hair and the 
feeding of Milky White the cow through a door on her 
side. These weren’t original gags from the musical, but 
were invented just for this production and doubled as 
clever use of imperfect props. 
 
Though the whole cast put in a very solid performance, 
there are a few who I think deserve particular recognition. 
Aliya Frendo gave a remarkable  performance as the 
baker’s wife with pretty extraordinary vocals and Katriona 
Lane was extremely convincing as Jack’s perpetually 
harried mother. And kudos to Joshua Lane for turning up 
to a trivia tournament at Ottawa U on Saturday morning 
after having performed two nights in a row with another 
to come. 
 
So too should be commended the tireless work of 
supervising teachers, the Lisgar student orchestra, and 
everyone involved in the production and set design. 
 
 I talked to Frank Boothroyd, a percussionist with the  
 

Lisgar student orchestra, who commented: 
 
I thought that preparing for the musical was an enjoyable 
experience. Practices went fairly well, but when we rehearsed 
with the cast things kind of fell apart. But in the week before the 
show, there were practices almost every night after school 
which helped a lot to put everything together. I didn’t get much 
done that week, but the musical improved a lot. After the dress 
rehearsal, I was confident that performances would go well, and 
I’m happy with how they went. 
 
When I asked Emma Kirke, stage manager, for her 
thoughts on the production, she started with a quote by 
Sondheim himself: 
 
“Though it’s fearful, though it’s deep and dark and though may 
lose the path”, you must not give up until you complete the task. 
This endeavour was successful with the help of incredibly 
supportive teachers without whom we wouldn’t have been able 
to bring our audience into the woods.    ♦ 
 

 

 
Clockwise from upper left: Ian Hamilton and Katriona Lane as Jack and Jack’s mother; Mr. Arrigo conducting the student orchestra; A view from the lighting booth; 
Joshua Lane and Aliya Frendo as the Baker and the Baker’s Wife. 
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Lisgar STEM Contests: A Wealth of Opportunity 
 
By Charles Zhang 
 

 
 

t Lisgar, there are plenty of great ways to show off 
your academic prowess to your peers, as well as 
impress future universities. Of course, I’m talking 

about contests! Lisgar hosts a plethora of contests for all 
the maths and sciences, in any style and at any grade 
level, from full solution math contests to accounting 
competitions and online computer science contests.  
 
Not only are contests a great way to show off and further 
develop your skills in a particular subject, they are also a 
great experience and help develop many vital skills for 
everyday life, including critical thinking, time 
management, and a  problem-solving mindset. In 
particular, math contests train your brain to think in a 
unique and logical way applicable to any subject. Even if 
you aren’t very good in a subject or are even struggling 
with it, practicing and competing in contests is a great 
way to improve. For example, if you find that you often 
run out of time while doing math tests, practicing and 
timing yourself in math contests may help you become 
more efficient and logical, as well as make fewer 
mistakes.  

Doing competitions can also significantly boost your 
chances of getting into universities. In particular, the 
University of Waterloo hosts many math contests for 
every grade level, including the Pascal, Gallois, and Euclid 
tests, as well as the Canadian Computing Competition, 
the Sir Isaac Newton physics competition, and the Chem 
13 News and Avagadro chemistry competitions. If you’re 
thinking of going to Waterloo, they will consider your 
results in these contests, and may give you the edge in 
the applications process. Other universities also host 
similar competitions, such the University of Toronto’s 
Biology Exam. 
 
 If you feel intimidated by competitions or feel like you 
aren't up to it, you should still give them a shot! There is 
no disadvantage to not performing well in a competition, 
but plenty of benefits to participating. For more 
information, you can talk to any teacher in their 
respective department, and you can join clubs such as the 
Math Contest Club on Fridays at lunch, or the Lisgar 
Computing Club at lunch on Thursdays. If you’re 
interested, your agenda can also provide a wealth of 
information, and the MC2 Facebook page has a full list of 
contests and dates.  ♦ 

 
 

 



 

December 2016                                                          The Lisgarwrite                                                                                Page 7 
 

How To: Staycation 
 
By Miasya Bulger 
 

 
 
 tep One - Take Precautions: 
 
Tell all your friends that you want to hang out then 

immediately become inactive in every group chat you’re 
in. That way, when nothing ends up happening, no one 
will blame you! 
 
Make a study plan for exams. Tell yourself that this year, 
you will be productive during your winter break. Then 
ignore the plan for the rest of your life. 
 
Step Two - Execute: 
Tell your parents that you’re busy so that they don’t drag 
you into ‘family time’. Promise them one holiday dinner 
then  
they’ll leave you alone. Trust me, I’ve done it.* 
 
When everyone on instagram posts pics of their exotic 
vacations, fit in the crowd by posting an old summer pic of 
a landscape and hashtag it #TBT. If you want to be extra 
trendy, caption it with some sad face emojis and a 
dramatic “missing summer”. 
 
 
 
*I’ve never actually done it . 

Every time Netflix asks you, “are you still watching?” get 
insulted for about thirty seconds, go get some junk food, 
then resume Netflixing. 
 
Step Three - The Aftermath: 
The night before school starts, try to go to bed at a 
reasonable hour. It won’t work because you already 
destroyed your sleep schedule, but at least you can say you 
tried. Feel regretful as you lie in your bed for a solid hour 
before falling asleep (nightmare about school optional). 
 
Fall asleep five times in your first class. Anything less and 
you aren’t trying hard enough. Exhaustion on the first day 
back is part of teenage culture. Don’t disrespect tradition. 
 
When your teacher asks the class “how was everyone’s 
break?” pretend your break was actually decent by 
mentioning the one semi-cool thing you did. People will 
act like they're impressed for a solid thirty seconds. So 
worth it! 
 
Once you get home from school, collapse into bed and cry 
about all the work you just got assigned. 
 
Congrats! You survived your staycation, somehow. Now, 
time to start studying for exams!  ♦ 
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How To Handle Bad Class Readings 
 
By Olive Nugent 
 

e’ve all been there. You sit there every night, 
doing your other homework, trying to push 
down the niggling dread as your beat-up, 

dog-eared copy sits reproachfully on the corner of your 
desk. After math , you say, once I’m done that Spanish 
homework, I’ll get through Chapter 7.  And so, after you’ve 
done all your other work, plus 30 minutes of internet 
procrastination, your inner panic bell starts trilling and 
you flop down into bed and set to it. Depending on what 
you’ve been assigned, you may lurch through it in 
frustrated confusion, slog through seemingly empty 
passages, or get indignant at the author’s message. One 
question, however, seems to be common to every negative 
reaction I’ve ever had to an assigned novel: Of all the 
books to pick, why this one? 
 
Bad class readings are a pain. More annoyingly, they’re 
often also a disappointment, especially if, like me, you’re 
someone 
who usually enjoys them. It’s easy to get bitter and 
dismissive when what could have been your 
non-homework homework, something to look forward to, 
goes awry. However, in my modest years of secondary 
education, I’ve concluded incensed dinner-table rants to 
your mother full of pouty rhetorical questions don’t make 
reading a book you don’t like any easier. I have, however, 
found small ways to make the experience a bit easier to 
handle, and to take away from it something satisfying, 
perhaps even enjoyable. 
 
As with any other kind of frustration, bottling it up or 
ignoring it will not help; the quality of the reflections and 
essays you’ll have to write depends on authenticity as well 
as critical thinking, and will suffer for bland, canned 
praise. No, frustration, I find, can actually deepen your 
understanding of the material, so long as you channel it 
productively . Ideally, each bad book should be an exercise 
both in empathy - for those who like it, for the author, for 
the teacher who assigned it - and in self-knowledge. 

Identify and articulate  exactly what it is you don’t like 
about the novel - write it down, or explain it in a non-ranty 
way to your friends. Do you disagree with its themes, or 
are you unimpressed with how they and the characters are 
written? English curricula tend to go for novels labelled 
classics, meaning enough people saw something in them 
for them to have some staying power. So, try to figure out 
why other people like it enough for it to be foisted onto 
you. What are they seeing that you don’t?  
 
If you genuinely have difficulty understanding a text 
(some, I know, really don’t get Shakespeare), that’s what 
your English teacher’s there for. In a pinch, the internet 
can be helpful, but only to clarify  content, mind you. 
Online analysis is almost universally terrible. 
 
When it comes to the boring ones… actually, I don’t really 
have any helpful advice. Sorry. Just have fun missing  it 
when your next assigned book makes your blood boil. 
Also, maybe try to find yourself a good page-turner to pick 
you back  up when you’re done 
 
Whatever your beef with the novel, the most important 
thing is that you keep an open mind about it; this whole 
empathy business won’t do you much good otherwise. 
Besides, endings often have a capacity for pleasant 
surprise. 
 
I’ll end, rather unoriginally, with a quote I stumbled across 
on the internet. The poet W. H. Auden once wrote: “Some 
books are undeservedly forgotten; none are undeservedly 
remembered.” My first question, why this book, was the 
right one - just don’t let it go unanswered.   ♦ 
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Marijuana Legalization Approaches 
 

 
 
By Andrew Yang 
 

rime Minister Justin Trudeau promised to legalize the 
recreational use of marijuana by 2017 - in fact, it was one 
of his key campaign promises. However, at the new year 

approaches, many details about his proposed legislation remain 
unclear. Here's what we know so far: 
 
Legal Status: 
 
The new legislation would allow for the use of marijuana 
for persons aged 18 or higher. It would be heavily taxed. 
This taxation is meant to discourage the use of marijuana 
and provide extra revenue to pay for related projects, such 
as substance abuse services. 
 
Access: 
 
It is still uncertain where people will be able to buy weed. 
Some politicians, including Premier Kathleen Wynne, 
have suggested that it be sold in liquor stores, but no 
definitive decisions have been made there. There will 
likely be an inconsistent system where each province 
decides for itself where it is sold. 

Purchasing: 
 
The government has suggested that there will be a limit 
on how much you can buy at a time. This would lower the 
chances of weed being resold illegally to young people. 
 
Consumption: 
 
Trudeau's opponents may envision a world where anyone 
can smoke pot, anywhere, but that is not the case. 
Parliament has stated that it is considering restricting 
marijuana use to private residences. The task force is 
currently considering if it should be allowed in public  
areas.  ♦ 
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Want to see your name in print? 
 

The Lisgarwrite will be holding a second application session in the new year! Submit an 
article on a topic of your choice (max. 900 words) to lisgarwrite.submissions@gmail.com 

between January 9th and 30th for a chance to become a regular contributor. 
 

See you in 2017! 

- Olive & Miasya, co-editors  
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Out of Context Teacher Quotes 
 
 

 
 

“She now knows the Wonderpets. We sing all the songs.”     - Ms. Asselstine 
 

“This inverse quadratic function reminds me of a yoga move!”    - Ms. Asselstine 
 

“Sure we can go to Venus, just wait until I get my Magic School Bus licence!”  
- Dr. Magwood 

 
“The Phoenicians: the FedEx of the ancient world.”     - Mr. Ford 

 
“Heat death of the universe? Not my problem.”     - Dr. Magwood 

 
“My students call this caveman math. ‘Urgh, urgh, cancel, cancel.’” - Ms. Asselstine 

 
“The structure of the Earth is analogous to an egg. Except, it's REALLY large, like we’re talking galactic 

mega-chickens here”     - Dr. Magwood 
 

“Catullus was like the Taylor Swift of Ancient Rome”.     - Mr. Ford 
 

“Do that roll again, this time with some butter.”    - Mr. Arrigo 
 

“You are a valite . You go and break ranks and throw stones and javelins and then die  
swiftly”.      - Mr. Ford 

 
“Who takes the temperature of their sandwich?”     - Ms. Asselstine 
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American Election Quiz - Who Do You Remember? 
 
In the heat of the American election’s final days and Donald Trump’s upset victory, all eyes were on him  and his opponent, Democratic 
candidate Hillary Clinton. As a result, it was easy to forget that only a year ago, a whole gaggle of politicians, neurosurgeons and steak 

salesmen were still running for President. Do you remember some of them? 
 

        Name Bank:    Ted Cruz      Gary Johnson      Bernie Sanders      Jill Stein      Ben Carson     Jeb Bush      Hillary Clinton  
                                             Donald Trump     Marco Rubio  

 

 
1. _____________________ 

 
2. _____________________ 

 
3. _____________________ 

 
4. _____________________ 

 
5. _____________________ 

 
6. ____________________ 

 
7. ____________________ 

 
8. _____________________ 

 
9. _____________________ 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 


