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Lisgarites at the Macdonald-Cartier Airport 
By Kate Ernewein 

 

It is quite a curious case that has 

long confounded airport officials as well as 

city authorities for years now, a daily 

occurrence where dozens of students from 

Lisgar Collegiate Institute, a high school 

located in downtown Ottawa, have been 

found wandering around departure gates at 

Ottawa’s Macdonald-Cartier airport. 

           One puzzle airport officials are trying 

to solve is how these students get past 

security without passports or tickets for a 

flight. They are here alone without 

guardians and without any intention of 

actually getting on a plane. 

           Head of MacDonald-Cartier Airport 

security Dodge Juanson assures that 

“[security] is working full time to get to the 

bottom of this phenomenon.” However, 

Dodge is not too concerned about the 

security of the airport or the safety of the 

patrons. “All these kids seem to do is sit 

around and chat with their friends; 

otherwise, they will lounge about and play 

on their mobile devices and go home once 

they get bored.” 

           From the information officials have 

gathered from interviewing these high 

school teenagers, a majority of them are 

seventeen and eighteen years old and in 

grade twelve. 

           Denise Sanders, grade twelve, 

states: “we’ve earned the right to be here, 

all grade twelves have waited four years for 

this right. It annoys me when I see younger 

grades here; they should have to wait their 

turn just like we did.” When asked what 

exactly she was doing here, Denise 

informed officials that she “was just going to 

eat lunch here with [her] friend.” 

           The parents of these students are 

not worried about their children or 

concerned that they are at the Ottawa 

Airport during school hours. Most parents 

agree that it is a fine place for them to hang 

out as “when they are here it’s either during 

lunch or their spare.”                                                                                                        

           The final say was had by the 

principal of Lisgar, David McMahon: “as 

long as they keep their feet off the cushions, 

keep calm, and hang out quietly, then the 

airport chairs are a fine place to be.” 
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A Valedictorian Speech: How the Internet Helped Me Graduate 
 by Vanessa Khuong 

          My dear friends, my fellow graduates, my 
devoted Lisgarites. The moment we have been 
waiting for has finally arrived. Today, we reach 
the end of our four-year journey. Today, we 
proudly tune in on Skype (since there is no point 
in physically coming when we can do it over the 
Internet) and download our diplomas from 
Dropbox. 

    Today, we graduate. However, it seems like 
just yesterday when we first met, eyes shining 
bright with excitement, lips parting in wide 
smiles, and bodies shaking with wild energy. I 
will always treasure that dear moment, that 
precious moment which brought us all together, 
that wonderful moment when I first laid eyes on 
your Facebook profiles on "Future Freshmen of 
Lisgar.” Without that opportunity, we would not 
have strongly connected as a tight-knit family 
where we all add each other as Facebook 
friends and share over 100 mutual ones. 

           As we leave this fine institution today and 
look forward to our future, let us also look back 
and thank all those who helped us and 
supported us and devoted the best part of their 
days to get us here. They were not only 
teachers, professors, mentors, councillors, and 
coaches, but they were wonderful friends too. 
Without them, we would still be stuck on the first 
sentence of our first essay in grade nine; we 
would still be lost to the mystery of factoring; and 
we would still not know that "un phoque," 
regardless of what it sounds like in English, does 
not really mean what you think it means in 
French. 
 
           So let us raise a toast to our saviors: to 
Google, to Wikipedia, to Yahoo Answers, to 
Sparknotes, to FreeEssays.com, and to all the 
other parts of the Internet that have made this 
day possible. 
       
           Over these past four years, you have 
shown us great devotion and commitment from 

the wee hours before dawn to the late hours 
past midnight. You have always opened your 
doors 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and 52 
weeks a year. What's more, not only did you 
teach us many priceless lessons, you also made 
school more pleasurable. Your humorous jokes 
and stories, whether they are educational, 
political, or sexual, keep us forever entertained 
on our phones during those boring hours in 
class. 
 
           Special thanks to Google and her 
research department for providing us with 
unparalleled resources and unyielding help in all 
subject matters. Thank you for putting up with 
our endless searches ranging from "complete 
answers to chemistry semester 1 test 3," to "free 
essays on Lady Macbeth," to "no cost grammar 
and plagiarism check for students," to "why 
aren't rowers invited to the athletic banquet?" to 
"how to grind at high school dances," and finally 
to "10 signs he really likes me.” 
 
           Honourable mentions to G. Translate for 
helping us pass French; Shmoop.com for 
catering to the lazy readers with highly 
compressed novels; Khan Academy for 
summarizing all the lessons at school into 
comprehensible formats; and especially 
Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, YouTube, and 
Instagram for teaching us the vital life skill of 
procrastination. You have made us realize the 
full extent of our capacity to greatness by 
showing us just how fast we can work when 
under imminent due dates. 
 

We are now armed and ready to 
tackle the world. The knowledge you gave us 
will no doubt be valuable as we go forward in 
life, and we will always remember the most 
important advice you gave us: follow your 
dreams, pursue your passion, be true to 
yourself, and always trust Yahoo Answers.     
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             Students Achieving Spiritual Nirvana Through 

“Flappy Bird” App 
by Aidan Ryan 

 

 

 
 
I sit in one of the airport chairs, 

staring transfixed at the boy sitting cross-
legged on the floor across from me. In his 
right hand is an iPhone 4S. His features are 
locked in an expression of pure focus, and 
as his thumb taps the screen with a surgical 
precision, digital “pwings” echo through the 
hallway. His name is Paul Hinley, he’s a 
grade 10 student at Lisgar, and he’s about 
to become one with the universe.  

 
As I watch, all the tension in his face 

gently disappears. His pupils dilate, and still 
his thumb continues to tap. He does not 
blink. He does not look up. He does not 
acknowledge the existence of anything 
other than the rectangle of light in the palm 
of his hand. His breathing is slow and 
steady, his eyes fixed. He appears relaxed 
almost to the point of sleep. After what feels 
like an eternity, I finally hear the telltale 
flutter of wings and know that he is done. 
Paul closes his eyes, breathes in and out, 
and then looks up at me and smiles. 

 
“When I’m flying through those 

pipes, the rest of the world just melts away,” 
Hinley explained afterwards, “all that exists 
in the whole universe is me and that screen. 
All my worries shrink away into tiny points 
until they pop out of existence entirely. 
When that happens, I feel this ecstasy, this 
pure joy coursing through my entire body. It 
is then that I know I have truly found 
Nirvana.” Hinley was the first to experience 
what students are now terming the “Flappy 

Rush,” but in recent weeks, dozens of other 
Lisgarites have found health and happiness 
using the app. “I meditate with Flappy Bird 
at least twice a day,” grade 12 Lisa Tan tells 
me, “In the last month my metabolism has 
increased, my grades have gone up, and 
I’m feeling much more relaxed in my day to 
day life.” Teachers at Lisgar are definitely 
noticing a difference as well: “My grade 12s 
used to be the rowdiest class at the school, 
and now they rarely act up or joke around, 
they hardly even talk in class at all! It’s 
fantastic,” marvels English teacher Mr. 
Hodgson. 

 
The phenomenon has sparked the 

creation of a Flappy Bird Meditation Club, in 
which students can learn the best 
techniques for reaching peak relaxation 
through the game. Naturally, schools across 
the board are lifting the classroom ban on 
phones in classrooms, and representatives 
for the school board claim they have plans 
to incorporate an iPhone unit into the grade 
9 health course by the fall of 2014. 

 
 Adam Donahue, an OCDSB exec, 

claims that “the course would help students 
get the most out of their phones.” Donahue 
went on to say that “[the course] will also 
include lessons on lowering your cholesterol 
using Angry Birds, and finding 
enlightenment with 2048.” And so a new era 
begins. In this exciting time, the future is far 
from certain, but one thing is perfectly clear: 
life at Lisgar has been changed forever. 
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How To Build A Frankenboyfriend 

by Emmy Fu 

 

 

 

 
1. Bake each plastic limb at 450 degrees Fahrenheit until golden brown while mixing one 

polyester hair strand in every two minutes. Do not overcook. Repeat: do not overcook. 
  (In the case of overcooking, inject 250 mL of Hugo Boss cologne into the right 
forearm to negate the burning smell.)  
 

2. When ready, assemble the parts carefully and diligently. Do not fret about faint 
discolouring or missing appendages. It will only add to his Handsome and Mysterious 
Foreigner look.  
 

3. Bring him to school. Hang off his arm and smile, smile. Accidentally take a selfie 
together and when people notice, allow one minute and fifteen seconds for them to gush 
that they have never seen a prettier picture.  
 

4. Go out on dates in public places for optimal increase in high school popularity. Think 
bustling restaurants, crowded movie theatres. Say we can’t when he wants to spend a 
night inside. Say that’s ridiculous when he mentions that he likes being alone with you.   
 

5. Ignore him when he texts you heart emoticons in different colours for everyday of the 
week. Ignore him when he throws rocks at your window to go out for a (private) picnic.  
 

6. Tell your jealous friends that you’ve never been so happy.  
 

7. Google: why didn’t it seem like this in the magazines  
 

8. Count the days until the last day of school. Mark it on the calendar. Scratch lines into 
your headboard. Put reminders on your phone.  
 

9. Develop complicated escape routes in all locations of the school.  
 

10. Ignore him when he writes you a song rather than buying a gift for Valentine’s Day. 
Ignore him when he claims said song is too personal to perform in front of a crowd. 
 

11. Google: how to break up with  
 

12. Google: how to dismantle a 
 

13. Prepare all necessary materials.  
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14.  On the last day of school, hang off his arm and smile, smile. Refrain from bouts of 
maniacal laughter. 
 

15. When the bell rings, grab his hand with so much force that his pinky pops out. Drive 
home quickly and lock the doors, close the blinds. Ignore him when he questions what’s 
happening. Ignore him when he tries to leave.  
 

16. Approach him slowly and sweetly. Bring your arms out for a hug. He’ll hug you back 
because you cooked him that way, although it wasn’t your intention. 
 

17. Feel for the knob underneath his shirt, halfway down his back, and pull.  
 

18. Dismantle the rest as efficiently as possible. Pack the parts so that they lie horizontally on 
top of each other and fill the box with Styrofoam peanuts. 
 

19. Ship the box off with a kiss.  
 

20. Google: what to do when you’re single!!!!  
 

21. Dance around in your bedroom for two hours straight. Shrug when your mother asks 
what happened to That Nice Boy. Dance for two hours more.  
 

22. Go outside. Go to bustling restaurants. Go to crowded movie theatres. Go anywhere there 
is anyone. Try to stop your friends from going window-shopping but tag along after they 
insist. You can’t risk them noticing. 
 

23. Stare at all the mannequins on display in the store windows. Not their clothes—the faces.  
 

24. When you see him, do not look into his eyes. I said, do not look into his eyes! That is not 
a tear. He is not crying. It’s a store mannequin and you’re imagining things. Heatstroke is 
a rising epidemic. Your friends are calling you to catch up.  
 

25. Walk away. Walk away. 
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New Condo Development Begins In Lisgar Cafeteria  
by Andrej Vukovic 

 

 

 After years of nearby development, 
Minto Properties has begun constructing a 
98-room, 10-story hotel at 29 Lisgar Street, 
inside the Lisgar Collegiate Institute 
cafeteria. 

           "As an educator, I occasionally have 
to silence students who talk during class 
because they detract from their classmates' 
ability to hear me and focus on what I am 
saying. Yet, no matter how persuasive I am, 
I cannot silence a construction site."  

 
           Last Thursday, the Canadian real 
estate corporation held a ceremonial 
 groundbreaking for their project, which is 
part of a mixed-use building that will also 
include condominium units. 

 
           Other CCCCC members have openly 
criticized the building, with several accusing 
it of infringing upon Lisgar's designated 
heritage property status. Physics teacher 
Joan Jedson used a sound level meter on 
her Android device to obtain a sound 
intensity of 80 decibels — comparable to 
that of a telephone dial tone — for the 
construction already proceeding two floors 
below her classroom. "If I wanted to shout 
this often, I would've worked in motivational 
speaking," she told our LisgarWrite 
interviewer. 

 
           "Our goal is to create a best-in-class 
mixed-use  development," Minto president 
Johnson Hodge  said in a press release. 
"This is the first hotel we've planned inside 
an already-established building. I hope it 
establishes our tendency to blaze new trails 
in all aspects of the construction business." 
                              

                          

 
           Despite the negative feedback, Minto 
president Johnson Hodge is optimistic. He 
says, "Our project is fiscally inevitable. With 
all the prime real estate available inside 
high schools, I can't believe no one thought 
of putting them to good use earlier. We 
might even make the Lisgar tunnel, which 
has been closed for several years,  into a 
direct hotel entrance for passers-by who 
want to circumvent the hustle and bustle 
surrounding ninth graders' lockers." 

 
           But Minto's bold new project has not 
been unopposed. Lisgar staff and 
administration members dubbing 
themselves the Collegiate Cafeteria Condo 
Construction Critics (CCCCC) have 
released a petition against the hotel. Rob 
Dobson, a Writer's Craft teacher at Lisgar 
who is serving as chair of the initiative, had 
the following to say about his opposition to 
Minto's plan: 

 
 The hotel is slated to open in fall of 

this year.  
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 Hinterland Who’s Who: Music Class  
 by Diana Lapland 

 

In an average Lisgarian music class, 

young people sit together in a predetermined 

formation, each with a small black wall in front of 

them. These black walls are heavy, and they 

hold sheets of flattened trees, which have things 

printed on them, such as a complicated series of 

black dots and lines, as well as other markings. 

The young people diligently decipher the 

symbols during the hour that music classes 

normally last. 

               Meanwhile, the students must blow in 

a complex fashion through tunnels of very 

expensive piping, all the while shifting their 

hands and oral orifices to produce the desired 

sounds- that is, the sounds that match the codes 

illustrated on the sheets of trees. 

               In the front of the small space sits an 

adult, with a large black wall and a much thicker 

sheet of crushed trees. The adult holds a short 

white stick, which it flails through the air in a 

completely random way, as well as shaking and 

waving its other hand. The young people take 

care to observe the adult’s convulsive gestures 

to ensure that they decipher the codes into 

sounds at the correct time. However, many 

times the sounds produced by the students have 

absolutely nothing to do with the patterns in 

which the adult performs its gesticulations. To 

try to stay in time together, the students chant 

numbers silently in their heads, over and over 

again, very much like a cultish ritual, and they 

may also smack their lower appendages against 

the ground. 

               To create a plethora of different 

sounds, some students possess different sets of 

piping from others. Many sets of tubes are made 

of different materials, and some of them require 

that the students open a hole in them and huff 

through it in order to expel excess saliva and 

other materials from their pipes. In some 

classes, students own a very different 

apparatus. Often made of wood, the young 

people require the use of a wooden stick coated 

in tree sap to make the object sound, which they 

do by sliding the wooden stick sideways against 

thin strips of feline intestines. 

               Perhaps most interestingly, the 

students are very caring towards their series of 

piping or pieces of wood, often speaking to them 

directly or bundling them up to ensure that they 

will be happy during transportation. It is also 

common for the students to spend their saved 

resources, often translated into discs of metal or 

rectangles of plastic, on decorations for their 

objects, which they then use to adorn them. 

They are also quite careful to always have their 

pipes in viewing distance when not in use to 

guarantee that others will not invert the metal or 

cause any other changes to these possessions. 

Over their lives, these music students will spend 

countless hours sitting in the small space in 

exactly the same way. 

 To learn more about music class, please contact the 

Government of Lisgar. 
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 How to Survive Lisgar Winters 
 by Lauren Halasz 

After four years at Lisgar, I know how 

cold the winters can get. Sure, in other schools, 

students can expect warm classrooms even on 

the coldest days, but at Lisgar we face winter 

like true Canadians, experiencing the chill both 

outdoors and indoors. Have you ever been 

unable to take notes because your hands were 

frozen blocks of ice? Shivered in class? Well 

then, this is the guide for surviving those 

freezing classroom temperatures. 

 

Start with conserving the heat you 

already have by dressing for the weather; layers 

are key. Onesies are ideal as a first layer, but if 

you don’t have one, a base of long underwear 

and a few long sleeved shirts are good ways to 

start. After that, pack on everything you’ve got. 

Sweaters, vests, parka - at least twelve layers 

should help ward off some of that cold. If you 

have thermal clothing, like heated underwear, 

make sure to bring that as well to make yourself 

extra cozy. 

 

After you’ve suited yourself up, take a 

few extra steps to ensure your warmth. Hot 

drinks work very well for both your body and 

mind. A cup of hot cocoa can make you think of 

a crackling fireplace, and you’ll be so busy 

thinking about that heat that you’ll forget you 

were ever cold. You can even save money on 

store-bought drinks by bringing your own kettle 

to school and boiling water during class. This 

way you’ll have a constant source of tea and you 

can even let the steam rise directly into your 

face while you’re taking down those algebra 

notes.  

                   

On especially cold days, remember - 

BYOB. Blankets, of course. Cuddling up in a 

thick, warm blanket will keep your limbs heated 

and mobile enough to continue writing or typing 

away. Plus, you will have a protective shield 

around you so no one would be able to come 

close enough to copy your work. Bonus points if 

your blankets have cute designs on them, like 

stars or butterflies. 

 

If all these methods are still not enough, 

get creative with your tactics. Portable space 

heaters, hot plates, really the possibilities are 

endless. You could even start class by building 

an igloo around your desk to stay in for the rest 

of the period. And in that igloo, you could even 

consider starting a fire to warm those frostbitten 

hands. Use your notes as kindling, pencils as 

fire starters, and eventually your whole desk will 

catch on fire! There’s nothing more rewarding 

than learning that algebra over the open flames.  

So Lisgarites, now you’re well equipped for 

surviving Lisgar’s next winter in style. That is, as 

long as you stay cool enough to survive the 

current summer heat wave. In any case, we can 

be certain that as students we are tough enough 

to face any kind of weather with a few tips. 
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Welcome to 
LetUsHelpYouWithAnEasyTask.com. 
Drawing can be hard, strenuous, and 
frustrating, especially when drawing circles. 
This self-help guide will help you learn how 
to properly draw a circle. An artist has to go 
through rigorous obstacles before making 
the perfect geometrical circle, the first being 
mindset. 

 
1.      As an artist, you must know you are 
an artist. Get it in your brain, and remember 
why you went to school. How you got there? 
Was it the bus, or did you walk? How were 
your professors? Did you like them, or did 
you despise them? Getting in the right 
frame of mind is imperative to the success 
of the art of drawing a circle. 
 
2.      Be yourself. Every artist must be 
themselves. Being who you really are inside 
is what counts and makes you feel better 
about what you want to do. Throughout my 
life, I have experimented with different 
personas, and the best mask I ever put on 
was my own. Do not let others bully you, 
telling you who to be and how to draw your 
circle. 
 
3.      Know that what you’re doing is right. 
Understand that drawing a circle is the best 
thing you can do and that doing it will not 
only make your life better, but everyone’s 
around you as well. 
 
4.      Get your materials. You must find a 
nice spot. Be somewhere where your 
mindset can settle and be welcomed. You 

need to focus: you should not be able to 
get distracted by anyone or anything, 
especially bad thoughts. Often, I find 
myself drawing circle in abandoned 
buildings, specifically apartments at 

night, where no one can bother me. 

How to Draw a Circle 
by Amos Marsters 

 
5.      Have fun. Try experimental foods to 
get your head in the right place to draw your 
circle. Using these extra tools will make for 
a personalized experience and an 
extraordinary circle. I recommend Captain 
Crunch or Lucky Charms. Obviously the 
consumption of copious amounts of 
experimental foods and treats adds to the 
theme and tone of how your circle will be 
construed. Many simply adhere to bland 
and corrupted means of drawing a circle. 
 
6.      You are almost there. You must 
understand that you can do this, but before 
embarking on your heroic quests and 
slaying the hypothetical hydra guardian 
holding your salvation and peace, ask your 
friends if they will accept you after you draw 
a circle. Ask your parents and family 
members because if they don’t want to 
accept you after your transformation and 
controversial circle drawing then it just isn’t 
for you. 
 
7.      This is the end. If you can make it to 
this point and are still enthusiastic, then 
drawing a circle is not for you. But if you are 
discouraged, then you are ready. First 
purchase the Draw Circle Headband Kit and 
place it on your head. Once you have 
acquired and mounted this on your noggin, 
place the pencil in the head band and 
violently thrust the pencil around the page of 
paper. 

http://letushelpyouwithaneasytask.com/
http://letushelpyouwithaneasytask.com/
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A Thank-You From Lisgar Teachers 
by Stephanie Fung 

 Ms. Alice Roberts also spoke fondly 
of her class, “I’ve taught such a dynamic 
and interesting group this year – I feel like I 
am really making a difference when they 
laugh at my typos, talk amongst 
themselves, and try to disprove what I tell 
them.” When she argues with yet another 
student about their assigned grade, she 
remembers just how lucky she is. 

In a faculty‐wide interview, teachers 
offered effusive compliments to students, 
praising their devotion to wasting class 
time this year. 

As the 2013/2014 school year came 
fully to an end, Lisgar’s teary‐eyed teaching 
staff threw a thank‐you party in recognition 
of their most apathetic students. Each of 
the staff delivered a carefully‐prepared 
speech, choking back gratitude for their 
students’ dismal attendance, suffering 
grades, and habits of texting in class. 
Reminded of the lesson plans their teachers 
prepared all year, the students ignored 
their touching gesture with equal 
enthusiasm. 

The other teachers had praise for 
the perseverance of students who ask to 
watch movies on a daily basis, and those 
who constantly ask to take class outside.  

Mr. Jordan McKay, head of the 
Lisgar math department, was deeply 
appreciative of students who refuse to do 
homework they know will not be graded. 
He expressed how grateful he is that they 
insist on asking how the material applies in 
the ‘real world’ whenever it is assigned. 

“I’m just so thankful for the students 
who show up to a third of my classes every 
semester,” says Ms. Rhonda Smith, 
finishing her twelfth year of teaching this 
year. “I’m especially thankful for the 
students who turn in their assignments 
weeks after the deadline, handwritten on 
pages ripped from a notebook – it’s those 
that are a pleasure to grade.” 

Towards the end of the ceremony, 
Ms. Christine Chen delivered these closing 
words: “I know my students really respect 
me once they start referring to things by 
my last name,” she says. “They call it ‘Chen 
homework’, or a ‘Chen binder’. For this 
reverent relationship between teacher and 
student, I could not be more thankful.” 
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How to Go to Bed on Time 
 by Bianca Manelli 

1. Place yourself in a bed. Not an armchair, not a couch, not a hammock, regardless of 
how comfortable they can be. Falling asleep is easier in a bed. 
 

2. If you are English, no tea in the 18 hours previous to your planned bedtime. If you are 
Italian, skip the espresso after dinner. They contain caffeine! They are stimulants, and 
will therefore keep you skipping and prancing in your room well past dawn.  

 
3. Turn off the lights. If you are afraid of the dark - many  people are, there’s no shame in 

that! (Also refer to our other self-help guide: “How to not be Afraid of the Dark, Even After 
Having Watched Don’t Be Afraid of The Dark”) -  keep only a little light on the wall.  
 

4. You can find something similar in any retailing stores, normally in the children aisle. 
 

5. Ask your family not to yell after midnight. If you feel uncomfortable for being too direct, 
briefly mention it. The only exceptions are hockey nights. 
 

6. Turn off your laptop. The electromagnetic waves not only affect your brain with cancer 
hormones, but also prevent you from sleeping. 
 

7. Next, turn off your cellphone. It is hard. We have all experienced this feeling, especially 
when the next achievement on Candy Crush is so close. If you let go, it will be better for 
you: tomorrow morning you can play with renewed energy! 
 

8. Cover yourself with blankets if it is winter; uncover yourself if it is summer. A perfect 
temperature creates the right environment for a soothing night of sleep. 

 
9. Close your eyes and think of happy thoughts, not of the exam that you will have to face 

tomorrow morning and have not studied for yet. Think of rainbows and ponies and cats, 
unless you happen to be allergic to cats and horses. If such is the case, you might try 
and picture a perfect life with your soulmate. This should keep you sedated until the next 
dose of caffeine.  
 

10. Now you are ready! May sleep be with you! 
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The Arrival 
by Miriam Ahmad‐Gawel 

 
Dearest reader, 
  
I never want to go back to Earth. 
Furthermore, I highly suggest you never 
visit it either.  
 
I still remember the first - and final - time I 
visited the planet. I had been so excited, 
after studying humankind for years, to 
finally see the fabled, the famous, the 
unprecedented: Earth. That fateful day, in 
the Earth-year of 2015, I made my debut 
as the first extraterrestrial to walk 
amongst humans.  
 
And how I was treated?!? I am still in 
shock. It is still difficult for me to discuss it, 
but, for history’s sake, I will recount the 
tale. 
 
After hundreds of years analyzing, 
practicing, and studying the planet, I was 
ready to go to Earth. I knew its different 
languages better than my own, knew the 
social do’s and don’t’s, and could 
participate in a political debate with a solid 
99% chance of winning. I was ready for a 
life-changing experience.  
 
Landing on the planet was surreal. Similar 
to the pictures and films I’d seen, but of 
course, undoubtedly better! The colour 
spectrum, though limited, was vibrant. 
The ground was soft, the breeze was 
cooling, and the smell was refreshing. I 
was left breathless and speechless, and I 

could not wait to behold the more urban 
reaches of the globe. 

 
 
Alas, in the very first city I visited, I was 
nearly trampled to death. Nobody looked 
where they were going! Their widespread 
eyes never left the glowing, menacing 
screens of the minuscule devices they 
clutched in their hands. Everyone had one 
and everyone was… glued to them. When 
I tried talking to a young female, she 
seemed alarmed and aghast that I was 
communicating with her. To boot, I had no 
idea what she was saying. 
 
I had inquired, “Greetings, fair lady. May I 
ask you how you fare this fine day?” 
Perfectly normal. Very polite and very 
sophisticated. I was proud of myself. This 
lady did not respond, however, so I tried 
again. 
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“Miss, hello, are you hearing me? I wish to 
ask you how you are!”  
 
At this she looked up, looked around and 
when she saw me she howled! Never had 
I heard such a loud, obnoxious sound. 
 
“Oh em jee dubble-yew tee eff?”  
 
I have yet to uncover the meaning behind 
this cryptic combination of sounds. She 
ran away immediately after her outburst. I 
tried speaking to an older man after that, 
only to encounter a similar problem. I 
approached him more slowly, though I am 
sure he didn’t notice. He was staring 
intently at his small, glowing device, his 
thumbs moving rather violently and hitting 
its glass surface at varying angles. What 
an odd practice! I simply had to find out 
what the object was. I tried speaking 
slower this second time, as I thought that 
my English was perhaps too advanced. 
 
“Top of the morning to you, good sir. May 
I ask what you are up to today?” I tapped 
him gently on the shoulder as I said this, 
eager to catch his attention. Thankfully, 
this man did not scream, though he 
seemed extremely confused. As he 
looked up, he winced as if his neck hurt, 
and his eyes rolled oddly as if they were 
not used to looking up. 
 
“Hi…? En em. dubble-yew bee yew?” 
 
I was thoroughly confused. I could not 
decipher what he was saying. Still, I 
pressed on. 

 
“If it is not too much to ask, could you 
perhaps explain to me what this device 
is?” I pointed to the thing in his hand. 
“Everyone seems completely occupied by 
them.” 
 
“Uh… A phone?” Finally. Words I could 
understand.  
 
“A phone, you say? Why, how fascinating! 
May I take a look?” I reached for the 
phone only to have his hand slap mine 
away. He screeched and ran off in the 
opposite direction. I was perplexed, 
annoyed, and totally fed up. Again and 
again I tried to communicate with the 
people of Earth, only to be ignored, 
shooed away, or left in a state of 
confusion. Humans seem to have 
developed a new way of speaking, and 
that was by … not speaking. No one 
talked to one another. Instead, everyone 
tapped away on these devices.  
 
I left Earth hurt. I left Earth disappointed. I 
left Earth angry. I had grand illusions of 
the planet and they were crushed 
mercilessly by humans. Humans and their 
damned omnipresent devices. I warn you, 
dearest reader, to never make the same 
mistake I made. Do not visit planet Earth, 
for humanity, in all its supposed grandeur, 
is nothing but a sham.  
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 How To Get Your Crush to Notice You  
 

by Ziyao Cheng and Ella Kirkland 

 

We all know high school can be tough. With the piles of homework, lack of sleep, and 
angry teachers, there are many things that can cause stress on a daily basis – but there’s 
one major teenage issue that causes more stress than all the others combined: talking to 
your crush! ♥ 

 
There’s always that special person in one of your classes; the one whose very name 

causes you that strange mixture of anxiety and delight. When you see them, your heart 
beats faster and your palms get sweaty, but there’s one problem: they don’t even know your 
name. Well, never fear, because we have a set of foolproof tips that will have you chatting 
up your crush in no time, so dry off your palms and get a grip of these tips! 
Now, you might be thinking, “How is this possible if they don’t even know I exist?” Well, 
luckily for you, we’ve broken the process down into three easy steps: how to get your crush 
to notice you, how to flirt with your crush, and how to take the relationship to the next level. 
 
Step Number One: How to get your crush to notice you 
 
           Getting noticed is the first part to establishing a normal relationship. You can try 
these tips in the classroom environment, or if you don’t have any classes with that special 
someone, the cafeteria, the library or the hallway works too! 
 
Tip #1: Introduce yourself 
           Introduce yourself, but make sure to do it in a memorable way. Remember, you want 
them to think you are funny and different. Instead of saying, “Hi, how are you?,” try 
something more obscure. Bump into them in the hallways with an arm full of binders (after 
all, it works in all the high school sitcoms), spill a hot caffeinated beverage all over their 
desk (she’ll be impressed by your gallantry when you clean it up and she’ll be even more 
impressed with the fact that you can handle caffeine), or casually put their sleeve in the 
flame of a Bunsen burner (nothing inflames passion like setting each other on fire). They’ll 
love how ah-dorable you are and they’ll be sure to remember you!  
 
Tip #2: Add them on Facebook 
           Most people recommend a friend request, but we say, why stop there? “Like” all of 
their pictures, comment on all their  
statuses, and send frequent messages with lots of smiley faces. Monitor their profile 24/7 so 
that you’ll be updated of all new occurrences in their life. Remember: no amount of social 
media contact is too much! Oh, and instead of posting selfies as your profile picture, try 
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posting them on their profile instead! As they scroll down their timeline, they’ll realize how 
beautiful you truly are (through the Instagram-filter, that is). Can you say, duckface time?! 
 
Tip #3: Follow them around 
           In order to relate better to your crush, you need to know  
what their daily life entails, so pull out that Sherlock hat because you’re about to do some 
detective work! For beginners, we recommend following them around at school, but if you 
are feeling really ambitious, feel free to follow them outside of school too. They’ll be 
intrigued by your surprising appearances in their neighbourhood and on their bus! 
 
Tip #4: Make casual conversation 
           Now that you feel like you know them well enough, try to strike up a conversation. If 
you’re worrying about seeming boring, remember: everyone loves to talk about themselves. 
This is your opportunity to use the knowledge you’ve gathered in the past couple of weeks 
(remember: you have to stalk before you talk!). Ask something like, “I saw it was your 
second cousin’s fifth birthday yesterday. How did that go?” or “I saw that your fourth bus 
home was late. Does that usually happen?”  They may seem taken back, but don’t let that 
discourage you; they’re just really impressed by how much you know! 
 
Tip #5: Establish physical contact 
           After developing a steady friendship with your crush, it’s now time to break the 
physical barrier. Now, don’t let this scare you off because the strategy is quite simple: just 
find excuses to touch them. If they need a pencil sharpener, volunteer immediately to lend 
yours, but don’t just hand it over to them: make sure to press it into their hands slowly, 
grasping their palm and stroking their fingers. If they complain that it’s too cold, volunteer 
immediately to warm them up, but don’t just go for the conventional hug: try sitting on top of 
them while wearing your extra-thick winter parka and snowpants – it’ll be super cosy! Your 
crush will be so stunned by how confident and helpful you are that they’ll be left speechless! 

 
Using these five easy steps, you’ll capture the attention of your special one in no 

time! Don’t worry if you don’t get the intended result the first time because it’s all about 
practice. We guarantee that after a few tries, you won’t be running after your crush, but your 
crush will be running after you!  

 
After ensuring that your crush knows you exist, you’ll be ready to move onto the next 

step to winning them over. If you want to continue the hunt, make sure to read the next 
issue, “How to Flirt With Your Crush,” and don’t forget to share these tips with your friends 
(they’ll thank you for giving them such great advice).  
Until then, good luck and have fun!  xoxoxoxo
 


