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The LisgarWrite Special Announcements 

Dear Lisgar, 
 

 I have been blessed 

to have the opportunity to 

come to work every day do-

ing a job that I love. As an 

educator, I have always be-

lieved in the power of young 

people. Students will take 

school seriously, play hard, 

get involved in clubs and 

their community if we can 

help establish expectations 

and help establish opportu-

nities. Lisgar is one such 

school. There are so many 

opportunities that have 

been established here and I 

am proud of students for 

taking advantage of all that 

school life has to offer. 

 Lisgar is special for 

me because it is my com-

munity school. I consider 

myself fortunate to be able 

to live close and walk to 

work. It is enjoyable to meet 

students and parents in the 

community. There is a 

strong community involve-

ment at Lisgar and it is evi-

dent that both parents and 

students are proud of our 

school.  

 Lisgar is also special 

because it has such a rich 

history. It is unique in Ot-

tawa and really within On-

tario in that in 2018 it will 

be celebrating our 175th 

anniversary. Not too many 

schools in Canada have 

been around that long! I am 

in awe every time I walk 

through Memorial Hall and 

am reminded of this history, 

the many Lisgarites who 

served, and those who gave 

up their lives during the 

World Wars. This is why our 

Remembrance Day Assem-

bly is always my favourite 

event that happens at Lis-

gar. It is the only assembly 

that brings the entire school 

together and links us with 

our past. The assembly this 

year was perhaps the best 

ever with Ms. Barbara Men-

nill sharing stories involving 

our former students. When 

Robbie Jones played Last 

Post so beautifully, it could 

not help but bring a tear to 

my eye. What a wonderful 

tribute. 

 Of course, what else 

makes any school 

great...the people. At Lisgar, 

the staffs are extremely car-

ing and highly professional. 

The office administrators, 

the care staff and teachers 

truly believe in the school 

and are supportive of stu-

dents. We also get many 

outside individuals coming 

to support students such as 

counsellors, volunteer 

coaches and our School 

Resource Officer to name 

just a few. So many differ-

ent individuals collectively 

add to the richness of Lisgar 

life. 

 I am completing 36 

years as an educator with 

the Ottawa Carleton District 

School Board. Lisgar is my 

seventh different 

school...lucky number 

seven! Really, I have en-

joyed them all and am 

proud to be in this profes-

sion. Lisgar believes in the 

three A's: arts, athletics and 

academics. If I can leave 

you with one wish it is that 

you embrace the power of 

these 3 A's. I am convinced 

you will have a joyous and 

fulfilled life keeping this in 

mind. Become a lifelong 

learner and the world will 

open up to you. Endeavour 

to stay active and adopt a 

healthy life style to enjoy all 

that life has to offer. Finally, 

seek the inner peace that 

comes from involvement in 

the arts. Whatever artistic 

area you love you will find 

that it cultivates richness in 

your life. 

 

Alere Flammam 

 

David McMahon 

Principal 

Lisgar Collegiate Institute 

Neil Petrie: After 

38 Years at Lisgar 
 

By Vanessa Khuong 

 

 Do you ever won-

der whose voice it is on 

the speaker that an-

nounces the playing of 

"O Canada" each morn-

ing at our school? This 

kindly reminder to rise 

for our national anthem 

belongs to our office ad-

ministrator, Mr. Neil 

Petrie, who will soon re-

tire at the end of this 

semester with the title of 

the second longest-

serving staff member at 

Lisgar with 38 years of 

dedication under his 

belt.  

 Two interesting 

facts about Mr. Petrie: 

Although he works at 

Lisgar, he actually gradu-

ated from Glebe. This is 

not the first time that 

Lisgar is saying goodbye 

to him. 

 First joining our 

school as an audio-visual 

technician back in 1974, 

Mr. Petrie devoted his 

love of technical theatre 

into teaching and inspir-

ing students to explore 

the uses of AV equip-

ment. Many productions, 

plays, dances, recep-

tions, and reunions could 

not have happened with-

out his work and guid-

ance. With the exception 

of one year, Mr. Petrie 

has contributed his en-

tire career with the 

OCDSB for a total of 40 

years. He took a leave of 

absence in 1990 to pur-

sue the TV and theatre 

industry before returning 

for a two-year term at the 

board's finance depart-

ment, after which he 

finally settled down at 

Lisgar once again. Since 

then, Mr. Petrie has re-

mained a familiar and 

friendly face in our 

school's office where he 

quietly works away in the 

background, save for the 

daily morning announce-

ments.  

 Very much enjoy-

ing photography and 

travel, Mr. Petrie hopes 

to visit different coun-

tries with his wife in the 

future; although he has 

yet to make any plans, 

one thing is for certain, 

these countries definitely 

have to be "warm and 

tropical."  

 When asked to 

reflect on his time at 

Lisgar, he said, "There is 

no one thing that stands 

out, but rather all the 

people here together 

that made me love com-

ing to work every day." 

Thank you, Mr. Petrie, for 

a job well done.  

Mr. McMahon  

and his  

motorcycle 

pictured in 

front of Lisgar 
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The Year of the Clubs 
 

By Lucas Zhang 

 

The school year is only 

nearly half over, yet it has 

brought plenty of changes to 

our school. Lisgar used to re-

volve around Student Council 

and its many fun and engaging 

events for Lisgarites. Now, the 

younger generations of Lisgar 

students are ushering in a new 

era of school spirit: one where 

diversity in interests plays a 

large role. From the dip in at-

tendance of freshmen in 

events to the rise of popularity 

in smaller clubs, Lisgar’s spec-

trum of extracurricular activi-

ties has shifted into new terri-

tory.  

 

For the past months, 

StudCo had experienced a few 

problems in marketing their 

events towards new students.  

The last dance is an 

example of unexpected prob-

lems that could suddenly pop 

up in school events. Members 

of StudCo commented that 

promotion of the dance in 

school could have been better. 

“StudCo has been working with 

students to come up with a 

more popular theme for the 

next dance," they said.  

Not to mention, there 

were just too many events held 

during that period. “I went to 

Trivia Night and Pancake 

Breakfast,” said a grade 10 

student, “they were super fun, 

but I thought that going to a 

third event that costs too much 

isn’t really worth it." Many simi-

lar responses have been ex-

pressed in all grades. 

Unfortunately, the can-

cellation of the #TBT dance 

was not the only setback. Spirit 

weeks also had quite a low 

participation, particularly from 

younger grades. Although 

many seniors showed up to 

participate, there was a visible 

lack of freshmen who came to 

pumpkin-bowling and the 

donut-bobbing events. 

However, this is not 

some sort of board-wide prob-

lem since other student coun-

cils at Canterbury and Glebe 

have reported great atten-

dance for their spirit weeks.  

We can point to com-

munication as the primary is-

sue among us Lisgarites; the 

promotion of many events at 

Lisgar falls short often. Some 

grades 9s have reported that 

they do not know where to find 

information regarding events 

at the school. 

This is where the clubs 

come in with their variety of 

activities for students; with a 

variety of interests offered, our 

many clubs range from culture 

ones to gaming syndicates, hip 

hop crew to pep squad, math 

contest prep to business ven-

ture, you get the idea. 

From 2014 to 2015, 

around 50 Lisgar clubs and 

organizations started in Sep-

tember and many are still rap-

idly increasing in membership. 

Key Club has well over 75 reg-

istered members; Bio-med 

rose from 10 members to over 

40; AVA steadily expanded 

from 4 returning volunteers to 

15; and Lisgar’s Anime+ Club, 

a previously unknown club 

went from 5 members to 43. 

Other welcome additions to our 

school include the Pep Squad, 

Ted Talk club, Me to We Club, 

and even a Buddhism Culture 

Club. 

 

(Continued on page 6)  

Spirit Weak 
 

By Miasya Bulger 

 

From the      

perspective of a      

freshman: 

 

 Events and 

spirit weeks aren’t very 

spirited anymore. First, 

there was the low-key 

Welcome Wagon week, 

then  the dance was 

cancelled. What’s next 

for Lisgar students? 

 This year, the 

#TBT dance was can-

celled and lots of 

school events have 

been total flops. Lisga-

rites, why is this hap-

pening? And no, it’s 

not the fault of the 

2000s kids. It’s be-

cause not enough peo-

ple are coming to 

these amazing events. 

 

Even GLEBE has better 

turnouts at their school 

functions, ouch. The 

truth is, too many of us 

are at the ‘Needs Im-

provement’ level in the 

progress report of 

school spirit, and we 

need to fix this, now! 

 

As you know, the main 

school events are 

hosted by Student 

Council, but it seems 

like club events are 

doing a lot better this 

year. The problem here 

is that StudCo isn’t 

promoting their events 

enough, while major 

clubs like Live It Up, 

ICC, and Key Club are 

getting all the hype. 

 

However, we can’t just 

place the blame on 

StudCo’s advertising. 

Over half the students 

at Lisgar don’t even 

know or care about 

what’s going on. Not to 

chirp at you, but every 

student has the re-

sponsibility to at least 

know about upcoming 

events. 

 

Being informed is actu-

ally easier than grade 

10 Civics and Careers. 

All you need to do is 

listen to the morning 

announcements and 

look at the hundreds of 

posters plastered all 

over the walls! You’ll 

learn all sorts of infor-

mation you need to be 

an active student, from 

receiving inspirational 

quotes from the 

Cookie Monster to 

knowing about the cool 

lunchtime events that 

everyone’s invited to. 

 

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Kill Me Deadly Review 
 

By Katie Dolgikh (Cappies Critic) 

 

 During the first four months 

of school, the grade twelve drama 

class was hard at work on their 

production of Kill Me, Deadly. Tra-

ditionally, the grade twelve pro-

duction is an annual highlight for 

drama students, and this year was 

no different. Each member of the 

class contributed both onstage 

and behind the scenes to the suc-

cess of the play. 

 

 Kill Me, Deadly is a film noir 

spoof. It all begins when private 

investigator Charlie Nickels takes 

on the very rich Lady Clairmont, 

who believes that someone wants 

to kill her, as a client. When she is 

unexpectedly murdered, Nickels 

begins a wild investigation, meet-

ing all the archetypal characters of 

the genre, including the gangster 

boss, incompetent police officers, 

and the classic femme fatale. 

  

  

 Santino DiTeodoro carried 

much of the narrative as Charlie 

Nickels. His commanding stage 

presence and strong grasp of his 

character made him the backbone 

of the production. Transition 

scenes in the play consisted of 

Charlie Nickels driving his car, and 

were staged as voiceover, with 

Santino silently acting out his 

words on stage. He did an excel-

lent job of using facial expression 

to express his character’s 

thoughts. 

 

 Annecy Spencer was out-

standing as the “lady in red”, 

Mona Livingston. The character 

was seductive, brilliant, and per-

fectly mysterious—the epitome of 

the femme fatale. She spent her 

entire first scene facing away from 

the audience, a fantastic directo-

rial decision that built on the mys-

tery of her character. Annecy was 

able to act just as strongly facing 

away from the audience as facing 

them, an impressive feat in itself. 

 

 The supporting cast contrib-

uted a lot to the feel of the show 

with quirky and humorous per-

formances, whether in recurring or 

featured roles. Lauren Burke was 

strong as Ida, Charlie Nickels’s 

smart and talented assistant, who 

ended up doing most of the inves-

tigating. Lauren’s consistent ap-

pearances gave the play structure, 

and she stayed in character very 

well even with the long periods in 

between her scenes. Nicole 

Shisko was convincing as Lady 

Clarimont’s daughter, Veronica, 

never ceasing to entertain with 

her very physical acting and strong 

facial expressions. Emily Mills, in 

the small but memorable role of 

the hobo queen, was refreshingly 

funny, portraying her character’s 

insanity with a charming inno-

cence. She remained in character 

particularly well even when she 

was just in the background, al-

ways moving in a way that was 

appropriate but not distracting. 

 

 

 Some of the students had 

to play two roles, and did this well, 

differentiating between the char-

acters flawlessly. Bronte McGillis 

was regal and haughty as Lady 

Clairmont, and then oblivious and 

clueless as a donut-eating cop. 

Patrick McCarty stood out first as 

Clive Clairmont, the nerdy, timid 

son of the estate, and later as 

Bugsy Siegel, a mob boss. Pat-

rick’s commitment to his charac-

ters and use of body language and 

voice (especially as Clive,) contrib-

uted to the authenticity of the pro-

duction. 

Music Night Recap 

 
By Miriam Ahmad-Gawel 

 

The second music night of the school 

year, Winter Music Night, held on Decem-

ber 11th in the alumni auditorium, was a 

major success once again. Alisa Klebanov, 

a twelfth grade student, was featured as a 

soloist playing Mendelssohn’s Violin Con-

certo in E minor, and received a standing 

ovation at the end of her performance. 

Adding to the chipper mood of the night, 

the Wind Ensemble and Senior Orchestra 

continued on their traditions of playing 

“Sleigh Ride” and “A Christmas Festival,” 

both by Leroy Anderson. Other highlights of 

the show include the Senior Orchestra’s 

performances of works by Tchaikovsky and 

Dvorak, and the Wind Ensemble’s opening 

with Vaughn-Williams’ “Flourish for Wind 

Band.” 

The next music night, Spring Music 

Night, will be held in May, so make sure to 

go and see the amazing performances!  

 Video was used effectively through-

out the play to keep the production flowing 

and build upon its film influence. Sets 

were also well done. Lady Clairmont’s 

house in particular was quite intricate, 

emulating her rich and flamboyant life-

style. What was also of note was the car 

used in transition scenes. The front was 

realistically painted, and a steering wheel 

was used effectively to create the illusion 

of driving. 

 Kill Me Deadly provided an evening 

of laughter and mystery thanks to the fan-

tastic acting by the grade twelve's drama 

class. Everyone would love to experience it 

all over again but, as Mona Livingston put 

it, “who has any time for that these days?”  

The LisgarWrite School News 
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All I Want for Christmas is 

No Christmas Music  
 

By Ginny Galpin 

 

 Stores across Canada started 

putting up Christmas decorations, and 

getting ready for Santa Clause, the 

day after Hallowe’en. However, some 

stores decided to take it a step fur-

ther and started playing Christmas 

music in November also. Stores that 

did this include Loblaws, and the ma-

jority of stores in the Rideau Centre. 

Should this be allowed? Should Cana-

dian society be dominated by Christ-

mas music way before the Christmas 

holiday even begins?  

 Christmas music that is played 

in stores affects two groups of people: 

the first being the consumers, and the 

second being the store’s employees. 

Both these groups are affected nega-

tively, and so the holiday-themed mu-

sic should be put to rest until a week 

or so before December 25th.  

 According to a report done by 

CTV, when people that are shopping 

hear Christmas music, they are actu-

ally reminded to buy presents. So how 

is this harmful? In associating a form 

of art with consumerism, our society 

is becoming less and less apprecia-

tive of good music, and more and 

more appreciative of a good sale. The 

more customers buy, the better it may 

be for the board of directors at 

Loblaws, but the worse it is for the 

rest of the planet. There is already a 

huge environmental issue because of 

all the waste produced during Christ-

mas time, without people buying extra 

for one month of the year. Encourag-

ing this disaster through Christmas 

music in stores is not good for the 

environment. People of today’s soci-

ety do not need more reasons to con-

sume.  

 And what about the people 

who are working minimum wage in 

these stores? People who work in 

stores that play holiday music early 

have reported that they come to work 

in worse moods. The usual shift at a 

grocery store is five hours, which 

means that most employees have to 

listen to Christmas music for five 

hours, non-stop, while serving gift-

crazed customers with visions of envi-

ronmental apocalypses dancing in 

their heads.  

 Holiday music should not be 

abused. We should be a society that 

respects art, that respects abstaining 

from excess consumption, and that 

respects employees. 

Should Christmas Trees 

Stay Real 

 
By Kevin Feng 

 

 It’s THAT time of the year again 

Lisgarites! The month of December 

has several different meanings for 

different cultures around the world, 

however, one of most prominent icons 

is that of christmas tree, and as soon 

as people start buying christmas trees 

they start thinking about which type of 

tree to get: real or fake. Well, I’ll let 

you finish, but real trees are the supe-

rior choice, and here’s why: 

1. First thing’s first I’m the real-

est.  

Christmas trees are more 

than just a green pole on which you 

can stick some decorations. Why ruin 

your Christmas with fake-ness? There 

is something endearing about having 

your own REAL Christmas tree. Some-

thing that you have to keep alive. 

Plus, let's face it: You can't beat the 

smell of a fresh Christmas tree. 

2.         Money ain’t a thing. The envi-

ronment is.  

A fake tree come will come 

cheap, reusable, and maybe even pre-

decorated. Though the durability and 

convenience of fake Christmas trees 

may make them more appealing, a 

life-cycle analysis conducted in Can-

ada found that you'd need to use your 

fake tree for 20 years for it to be con-

sidered more environmentally friendly 

than your yearly evergreen. Few 

Christmas trees come from forests 

anymore. Virtually all of them are 

grown on plantations, and so buying 

real trees help support small, local 

farmers. At the end of the holiday sea-

son, the trees can be mulched up and 

used to feed plants, or for some other 

environmentally friendly purpose. 

3.         NOT safe and sound.  

All that budget decorating 

comes at a cost to the environment. 

Fake trees are made from the plastic 

polyvinyl chloride (PVC), and the toxic 

chemical dioxin is released during 

PVC production. (By the way, in the 

event of a fire, the tree will burn and 

emit toxins.) PCV contains hormone-

disrupting plastic softeners called 

phthalates, and many fake trees have 

been found to be contaminated with 

lead. In fact, many of them come with 

a warning label advising you to wash 

your hands after handling them to 

prevent ingestion of the brain-

damaging metal. Does that sound like 

something you want in your living 

room? In addition to all this, the plas-

tic tree can't be recycled, should you 

decide to ditch it for a newer model. 

So it's going to wind up in a landfill 

and stay there forever, barring some 

intervention from St. Nick.  

So, this holiday season, be 

a good Lisgarite and purchase a REAL 

christmas tree. They’re more pleas-

ant, and you and your family will enjoy 

it. And hey, if you’re supporting the 

economy and saving the planet while 

you’re doing it; that’s pretty cool too. 

The LisgarWrite Opinions 
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Mrs. Galpin’s Stained Glass Window 

Cookies  
 

 Ingredients:  

½ cup shortening  

¼ cup butter  

1 cup granulated sugar  

2 eggs  

1 tsp. vanilla  

1 ½ cups flour  

1 tsp baking powder 

1 kg candy canes  

 

 Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 375°F.  

2. Cream together shortening, butter, and sugar until light 

and fluffy.  

3. Add eggs and vanilla.  

4. Mix together dry ingredients and blend into creamed 

mixture.  

5. Cover and let chill for one hour.  

6. While chilling, put the candy canes in a bowl and crush 

them with a hammer, or the more sanitary end of a rolling 

pin. 

7. On a lightly floured surface, roll out dough to approxi-

mately 1/8” thickness.  

8. Using a cookie cutter, cut the dough into shapes. 

9. Using a small, round, cookie cutter, make a cutout (a 

hole) in the centre of each cookie.  

10. Place cookies on a baking sheet that is covered in foil. 

11. Place broken candies in the cutout of the cookies.  

12. Bake in oven for 7-9 minutes.  

13. Let cool completely on baking sheets before removing 

the cookies from the foil.  

ENJOY! 

The LisgarWrite Miscellaneous 
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(Continued from page 3) 

The Year of the Clubs 

 

 What is causing this rise in club participation? 

Some of these clubs have been rooted in our school’s 

history for many years, while others are recently 

formed. Some are growing, some are shrinking, some 

are fluctuating, but all of them are playing a huge part 

in our school. 

 From a large survey consisting of 102 grade 

nine and ten student responses, 14% more freshmen 

have attended at least one more club as compared to 

last year. The facts are indisputable; school clubs are 

taking the school by storm. 

 Lisgar clubs are expanding, holding more 

events, and are playing a bigger role in our lives. For 

many senior students, people have noticed that clubs 

have taken the spotlight in many more students’ inter-

ests than in the years when all Lisgarites were born 

last millennium. 

A new shift is unfolding before us. Our school’s future 

is one filled with diverse and large clubs and associa-

tions, destined to play larger roles in the lives of Lisgar 

students.  

Continued from page 3) 

Spirit Weak 

 

 Let’s face it, half the school year is over and if 

this lack of participation continues, the rest of the year 

will be extremely boring for everyone. Eventually, this 

could lead to a lot of events being cancelled and 

school becoming not be as enjoyable anymore. There 

will be less funding for our school functions and clubs, 

and the Great Depression of 2015 might just begin. 

 

With this being said, you don’t need to give Lisgar the 

same dedication you have for your Snapchat, Insta-

gram, or Facebook. You just need to realize that if 

you’re not participating, you’re missing out on a great 

time. Seriously. Turn up. Do it!   
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 A final thank you and farewell to our prin-

cipal, Mr. McMahon, who will be retiring at the 

end of this semester. With his unwavering sup-

port and guidance, our school has advanced in 

many aspects: from arts to athletics and to aca-

demics. The LisgarWrite is no exception to this. 

We, along with the entire staff and student body 

at Lisgar, have greatly benefited from his lead-

ership and passion. It has been an honour and 

privilege to have been your students. So once 

again, thank you to our down-to-earth, leather-

jacket-wearing, motorcycle-riding principal, Mr. 

David McMahon.  

Year in Review 
 

From the Editors:  

 

Vanessa Khuong  

Miriam Ahmad-Gawel 
 

 In the year 2014, we saw Ottawa continue 

its efforts to make itself a more cosmopolitan 

city. With the Confederation Line subway system 

well underway, and the new Rideau food court a 

stylish, and tasty, success, our humble city 

seems to have become much more metropolitan. 

Unfortunately, Ottawa’s new glitz and glam were 

not the only things attracting attention this year. 

The October 22nd shooting on Parliament hill 

garnered worldwide shock, as such a violent oc-

currence had never happened in our relatively 

peaceful city. However, with tweets and Face-

book posts hash-tagged #OttawaStrong, the city, 

and country, remained fearless.  

Follow us on 

Facebook: The Lisgarwrite 

Website: www.lisgarwrite.wordpress.com 


